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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Please amend the currently pending claims as follows. 
This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
above-identified application: 

Claim I (currently amended) A laser nozzle for laser powder ftjsion welding. 



amain body; 

an inner tip coupled to the main body; 

an outer nozzle coupled to the main body and circumscribing the inner tip and 
spaced apart there ftom to define a powder flow channel there between, the outer nozde 
having a first end proximal to the main body and a second end distal to the main body; 
and 

a housing detachably coupled to the outer nozzle and circumscribing the second 
end of the outer nozzle in spaced apart relationship to define a circumscribii^ shield gas 
flow channel about the outer nozzle, the shield gas flow channel having an opening 
adjocont to an openin g circumscribing the second end of the outer nozzle. 

Claim 2 (previously presented) A laser nozzle for laser powder fusion 
welding as set forth in Claim 1, wherein: 

the main body defines a central passage through which light may travel, the main 
body defines a powder flow conduit in communication with the powder flow channel, and 
the main body defines a coolant chazmel coaxial with the central passage. 

Claim 3 (original) A laser nozzle for laser powder fusion welding as set forth 
in Claim 2, further comprising: 

a water jacket cover coupled to the main body and enclosing the coolant channel 
to prevent coolant leakage, the water jacket cover defining a powder tube depression 
through which a powder tube may pass and communicate with the powder flow conduit 



comprising: 
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Claim 4 (original) A laser nozzle for laser powder fusion welding as set forth 
in Claim 2, further comprising: 

a porous shielding cover coupled to and circumscribing the outer nozzle, the 
porous shielding cover allowing gas to exit from the shield gas flow channel and 
preventing entry of material into the shield gas flow channel, the porous shielding cover 
circumscribed by and coupled to the housing. 

Claim 5 (currently amended) A laser nozzle for laser powder ftision welding, 
comprising: 

a detachable ioner tip; 

a detachable outer nozzle circumscribing the inner tip in spaced apart relationship 
to define a circumscribing powder flow channel about the inner tip, the outer nozzle 
having a first end with a first width and a second end with a second width, the first width 
being greater than ^e second width; 

a detachable housing circumscribing flie second end of the outer nozzle in spaced 
apart relationship to define a circumscribing shield gas flow channel about the outer 
nozzle, the shield gas flow channel having on opening adjacent to an opening 
circumscribing the second end of the outer nozzle; 

a main body coupling the mner tip, the outer nozzle and the housing, the main . 
body defining a central passage through which light may travel, the main body defining a 
powder flow conduit in communication with the powder flow channel, the main body 
defining a coolant channel coaxial with the central passage; 

a detachable water jacket cover coupled to the main body and enclosing the 
coolant channel to prevent coolant leakage, the water jacket cover defining a powder tube 
depression through which a powder tube may pass and communicate with the powder 
flow conduit;' and 

a detachable porous shielding cover coupled to and chrcumscribing the outer 
nozzle, the porous shielding cover allowing gas to exit fix)m the shield gas flow channel 
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and preventing entry of material into the shield gas flow channel, the porous shielding 
cover circumscribed by and coupled to the housing. 

Claim 6 (cumsntly amended) A coaxial nozzle fi)r laser powder fiision (LPF) 
welding, comprising: 

a main body defining a central light passage through which light may pass through 
the main body^ the main body defining a powder conduit through which powder may pass 
through the main body, the main body defining a coolant channel through which coolant 
may flow, the coolant channel coaxial with the central light passage and circumscribing 
the powder conduit; 

a coolant jacket cover detachably attached to the main body and sealing the 
coolant channel, the coolant jacket defining an inlet and an outlet to the coolant channel; 

an inner tip defining a first cratral open channel through which light may pass, the 
inner tip detachably attached to a terminal end of the main body, the mner tip coaxial with 
the central light passage of the main body; 

an outer nozzle definitug a second central open channel through which powder 
may pass, the outer nozzle detachably attached to the main body and having a first end 
with a first width and a second end with a second width, the first width being greater than 
the second width, the outer nozzle coaxial with the first central open channel of the inner 
tip and the central Ught passage of the main body, a powder flow channel defined 
between the outer nozzle and the inner tip in communication with the powder conduit; 

a housing defining a third central open channel through which fluid may pass, the 
housing detachably attached to the main body and circumscribing the second end of the 
outer nozzle, the housing coaxial with the second central open channel and the fitst 
central open channel and the central light passage, a shield gas flow channel defined 
between the outer nozzle and the housing and having on opening adjac e nt to a circular 
ot)ening circumscribing the second end of the outer nozzle; and 

a detachable porous shielding cover circumscribing a terminal end of the outer 
nozzle and covering an open end of the shield gas flow channel. 
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Claim 7 (currently amended) A nozzle for laser powder fiision welding, 
comprising: 

a detachable tip having a first central light passage; 

the nozzle definijog a second central light passage aligned and communicating 
with the first central light passage; 

the nozzle defining a powder flow passage circumscribing and coaxial with the 
central light passage; 

the nozzle defining a shield gas flow passage circumscribing and coaxial with the 
powder flow passage and the central light passage; 

an outer nozzle detachably attached to the nozzle^ the outer nozzle separating the 
powder flow passage from the shield gas flow passage, the outer nozzle having a first ejod 
with a first width and a second end with a second width, the first width being greater than 
the second width; 

a housing detachably attached to the nozzle and circumscribing the second end of 
the outer nozzle in spaced apart relationship to define the shield gas flow passage, the 
shield gas flow passage having an op e ning adjac e nt to a circular owning circumscribing 
the second end of the outer nozzle and proximate the tip; and 

a detachable porous shielding cover covering that covers the opening of the shield 
gas flow passage . 

Claim 8 (original) A nozzle for laser powder fusion welding as set forth in Claim 
7, further comprising: 

a main body defining the second centml light passage; 

the main body defining a powder conduit in communication with the powder flow 
passage; 

the main body defining a coolant channel at a top end thereof; and 
a coolant jacket cover detachably attached to the top of the main body and sealing 
the coolant channel, the coolant jacket defining a coolant inlet and a coolant outlet 

5 



PA(X6f14'RCVDAT1U12/20(l61:65:05PM [Eastern Q^^^^^ 



Oct. 12. 2006 10:45AM INGRASSIA FISHER & LORENZ PC No. 3773 P. 7 

AppJ.No. 10/665,028 
Amdt. Dated October 12, 2006 
Reply to Final Office Action of January 31, 2006 

Claim 9 (previously presented) A nozzle for laser powder fusion welding as set 
forth in Claim 7, wherein: 

the outer nozzle directs powder flow to a focus point in front of tbie first central 
light passage. 
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